


ü(November 5th)  Eden 
Township is formed

üAnthony Nelson becomes 
the 1st white settler in 
Hawpatch making the 
first entry of land in what 
would be Clearspring 
Township

üRobert Latta settles in 
Eden Township followed 
a few months later by 
William McConnell

üThe Hawpatch Road is 
surveyedAnthony Nelson

Aug. 10, 179 6 ðNov. 29, 1878



üEden Chapel Society formed



üThe Potawatomie Indians are removed from the 
county

ü(March ) LaGrange County Commissioners vote 
to divide Eden Township into Clearspring and 
Eden Townships

üMail service begins, William McConnell 
appointed postmaster on May 27th

üDr John Denny buys 160 acres of virgin forest 
from Robert Latta for $600.00 and homesteads on 
the Hawpatch with his wife Mary, three children, 
and his father Walter ( Revolutionary War and 
War of 1812 hero)



ü1840 (April 1 st)  The Presbyterian Church renamed 

the Hawpatch Presbyterian Church .  Dr. John Brown , 
who joined the church in 1837, was ordained as a 
ruling elder.

ü1841 five Amish families arrive from Ohio 

and settle in LaGrange County

ü1842Eden Chapel is built west of town on what is 

now Eden Cemetery

üSalem Methodist Episcopal society was organized 
west of the marsh (Honeyville).

ü1843 the Topeka Baptist Church is formed



ü 1850 Hawpatch Methodist Church is 
organized

ü 1852(January 24th) Dr. John Brown, 
Hawpatchõs 1st doctor dies of erysipelas 
and is buried in the Eden Cemetery west 
of town.

ü (March 6th)  Cloe Brown (aunt of 
abolitionist John Brown) dies at
age 67 and is buried next to 

her son, Dr. John Brown.  



ü1854  (May)  Maple Grove Mennonite 
Church forms with the aid of Bishop 
Isaac Smucker

ü1856 Timothy Hudson Jr . and his 
brother William built what may have 
been one of the first saw mills in 
Hawpatch.

Ann Wolcott Hudson



ü(January 26th)   Gregory McDougal (age 24) hung 
by regulators near Diamond Lake (Noble County) 
after having been captured near Rome City.

ü(March 1st) The Regulators from Hawpatch and 
vicinity were organized at the residence of Francis 
Ditman and with the title of Clearspring and 
Eden Detective Police .  The President was Dr. 
Abner Lewis, Vice Presidents: Charles Roy, 
Francis Ditman, William Gibson and William 
Denny.  John McDevitt was chosen Secretary and 
Hawley Peck, Treasurer. 



ü1864 John Keim from Holmes County Ohio comes 

to Hawpatch and buys the Hostetler & Hudson saw 
mill.  He would operate the business for 16 years.

ü1865 Star Literary Society formed to sponsor debates

üDr. Abner Lewis , one of Topekaõs first physicians, 
returns to Hawpatch shortly after the end of the Civil 
War

ü1866   Eden Chapel constructs a new 300 seat 

meetinghouse of the west side of Eden Cemetery at a 
cost of $1.500.00

üDunker Church organized on the Hawpatch



ü1871 Disastrous fires sweep through the area 
destroying as much as nine-tenths of the 
timber in the region.  The town also suffers 
damage. 

ü1873Jacob Crusen rebuilds the general store.

ü1974 John Keim rebuilds the sawmill and a 
second general store is opened by Samuel 
Holland.

ü1877JohnPeckopens a wagon & blacksmith 
shop

ü1879 Sycamore Hall built one mile north 
of Hawpatch at Sycamore Corners



ü1881J. Zook erects a harness shop

ü1883Rumors of the Canadian Southern Railroad 
coming through Hawpatch, but economic panic 
dashes the dream

ü1892Wabash Railroad officials ask town fathers 
to change the name of Slabtown and the 
Hawpatch Post Office to Topeka 

ü1893(June 14th) Topeka is officially platted

üJ.C. Mehl travels to Topeka every four weeks for 
services with the group that will become the
Topeka Progressive Mennonite Church. However 
the congregation would not officially organize 
until 1902
üThe stock yard opens to begin shipping livestock            

to the East, principally to Buffalo, New York.



1893









1894

Topekaõs first 
elementary school, 
with a flag pole 
atop its bell tower, 
opens



ü1895 W. Charles Hopper begins publication 
of Topekaõs first newspaper the Topeka 
Register

üEden Chapel builds a new church on 
Pine Street in Topeka at a cost of about 
$4,000.00.

ü1897ten seniors received diplomas from THS

ü1898Topeka Progressive Mennonite Church 
purchases the old Eden Chapel building from 
the Methodists moving it to the west edge of 
town.  It became known as òthe church across 
the lakeó.



ü1904 (September 8th) Topeka hosts the 21st

annual reunion of the 30th Indiana Infantry with 
an estimated attendance of 3,000.

ü1903 a 4th year of study added to THS



ü(November 24 th)  Sycamore Literary Hall       
dedicated Topeka with Governor Frank Hanley               
and Hoosier Poet James Whitcomb Riley in attendance

üTopeka begins its own telephone service.  
Membership was $5.00 plus the purchase of a phone

ü Charles W. Mattingly begins printing the Topeka 
Journal which continued for 32 years

ü Dr. W.O. Hildebrand sets up his medical practice in 
his newly constructed home next to Sycamore Hall

ü John W. Priestbecomes Topekaõs station agent for the 
Wabash Railroad 





ü 1906 Elva Parks builds a three-story 
building on the corner of Main and Lake.

ü 1910  Seagly Brothers move from Stroh to 
Topeka and operate a hardware and farm 
implement store.

Ben Lemingand 
the undefeated 
THS football team 
claims the òState 
Championship ȱ



Destroyed by fire July 15, 1911





1911 City water became available around

1912 Topekaõs first fire department organized

1913(September 1st)  Town of Topeka organized

E.P. Wemple named 1st town marshal



ü(May 14th) franchise and street lighting 
contract awarded to S.P. Hull Electric 
Company to provide electric street lights 
for Topeka.  In October of 1914 the new 
electric lights came on for the first time. 

ü(June 1st) franchise petition granted to 
allow Peoples Mutual Telephone Service 

üThe ònewó Topeka High School opens




