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Who was Alma Blomkvist . . .
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. and How Did Her Trunk End Up in Topeka?
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days later the people arrive with the trunk and all of a sudden you are consumed with a million unanswered questions.
And then the more you learn, the more intriguing it all becomes. It was time for our own Hawpatch History Detectives.

It all started with a phone call from Ezra Miller the president of thg

AMemori al Day
at Eden Ce

Memorial Day will be observe
at Eden Cemetery, Wednesday,
May 30, at 10:00 a.m. The fol
lowing program has been-ar
ranged:

March from the gate to the
flagpole

Singing

Invocation

The Gettysburg Address,
Gary Stoltz

Reading of the Honor Roll

Remarks, Rev. Emery

Firing Squad, LaGrange Post,
American Legion

Taps

Decoration of the Graves

Mrs. Iva Henderson will be in
charge of flowers. All Scout er
ganizations are invited to partic
ipate.
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The above article appeared on
the front page, upper left hand
corner of the Topeka Journal on
May 28, 1956. | have tried to reg
reate it as it appeared in the Jou

nal, complete with all the hyphensfound Alma in the 1910 Noble County census listed has

Notice that t
of the word cemetery in the head-

line. Gary Stoltz was a sophomgre  y n k .
r.
er

at THS that vye
eryo was Roy E
the Topeka Baptist Church for
many years.

LaGrange County Historical Society
whasliyes here in Topeka and is a
agnerabenof the Topeka Area Historicjge
Society. A couple from Munster, Ind
ana had called him and wanted to dq
nate an old trunk belonging to a Alm
Blomkuvist to the county historical so¢™
ety. As they described the 100 year
old trunk to Ezr
oejl g s i Topek
And so it was that Patrick and
Jackie Brennan made the drive to
Topeka on May Bwith their mysterious cargo. The 3 pm meeting at the Depot Mu-
seum was delayed because no one had thought about the one hour time difference be
tween Munster and Topeka. However, a cell phone call quickly laid to rest any con-
cerns. Once stowed inside the Depot the tale of the trunk began to unfold.

The trunk had belonged to a Dutch neighbor of the
Brennans. How the neigh
clear. What is clear is that the neighbor wanted it out @
her basement. It was either going into the trash or hon
with the Brennans. For Jackie, being a lover of antiqu€
there was no question ab
going. Jackie used it to store blankets and other thingg
Most recently it had beer

Jacki daughter had
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Patrick & Jackie Brennan
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Rowse wasrvant .outlt wasnoteQuiz i
with the remnants of a steam ship label on the end of the

The words are still |l egi bl e: AS.

And, ARev. Em-
A/quigksgarch gns Gogglespgoved helpful. The S.S. Oscar Il was one of several
steam ships in the Scandinavian America Line. It sailed from Copenhagen, Denmark
IR t
on July 3, 1903 arriving in New York on July"13Unfortunately Continued on page 2




t he passenger | ist is incomplete and Al ma
was on the ship, clearly her trunk must have been.

Online 1910 census records answered some questions, but also raised a number of otherg
brass plate on the trunk gives Al mads nam
Immigrants frequently made spelling changes to their names, so that was not alarming. She
years old and living in the home of 79 year old Jacob Strous. Also living at that residence we
Theresa Goldsmith (48 yrs) and Mildred Goldsmith (20 yrs). Who was Jacob Strous? Was th
mistake on the census records? Was his hame actually Jacob Straus? If so, it would be ang
to the Jewish community of Ligonier, Indiana.

Jacob Straus built a magnificent home in Ligonier in 1899 and started the Citizens Bank on the c8rard @&-
vVion. In 1905, along with Andrew Carnegie, Straus he
$5,000. His brother Levi is famous for the blue jeans.

So, the more we learn the more intriguing the questions become. Did Alma actually work for the Straus family?
Were they related? Did she perchance attend the dedication of the first Sycamore Hall on November 24, 1905 and ge
meet Hoosier Poet James Whitcomb Riley? We simply d
mains a mystery. But for now her trunk is home in Topeka where it belongs. Hg

The following letter appeared on the frgrage of the Topeka
Journal. We have tried to reproduce it as it originally appeared. Topeka

Letter from Col. Geo. W. Bain to Andrew Lecture Course

Carnegie _
Enroute, March 16, 1906 Under the Auspices of the Syca
Mr. Andrew Carnegie: more Literary Society

My Dear Sir: My life work has brought me in touch
with many of your libraries and | hail your gifts for the
enhancement of virtue and intelligence as among the

Geo. Compton Con

greatest governing forces in individual and national life. cert Co.
For centuries your good name will live on in the memories
of the just and a higher type of civilization will mark the December 5

world because you have lived.

A few days ago | lectured in the new hall at Topeka,
Ind. | was never more impressed with a building of its December 27
cost. Surely brain, heart, and conscience went into material
and work. | guessed the cost at almost doubled what was
paid for it, and | learned this was due to Mr. Babcock January 8
having Aistayed by the stuffo from beginning tao end.
the same conscientiousness marks the selection of talent fg George W. Bain
the platform and the growing excellence of the community
shows the work of the society. March 8

| congratulate you and Mr. Straus upon the wise Durno Company
investment at Topeka, and ask pardon for this intrusion that
| may pay a simple tribute to your great work.

Very sincerely yours, At least 360 tickets must be
Geo. W. Bain

Lexington, Ky.

Elbert Hubbard

Whitney Brothers

—

March 27

sold to insure the course

-Col. George W.Baiwvas cal | ed t heTha Bopeka dournalhursday, October 19, 1905

Tongued Orator of Kentuckyo,. He was a "
champion of prohibition. tIc?tS i'sn_tseariedSIt'hnagt ,t O Bnaoitne t
loved Kentucky horses with the same passion he information was given . One can only assume everyone

T detested Kentucky Bourb grﬁa\{v where to get tickets and how much they cost.




TAHS Quiz
1. Who gave The Gettysburg Address at the 1956
Memorial Day observance?

Track
Notes:

2. What was Col. George W. Bain called?

Schedule of Events 3. How many tickets needed to be sold to insure| the
190506 lecture course?

¢ May 18, 2010

Bi-monthly meeting of the Topeka Historical Society 4 Who donated Al ma Bl omkuvi

Program Intro to theHorse Progress Show historical society?
To be held in Topeka in July 2010
P y 5. Who was described as i
e June 15, 210 thinkero?

TAHS Board Meeting 9:30 am

e July 20, 2010
Picnic / Show & Tell, 6:30 pm
To be held at the Depot Museum
Bring: A dish to share
Your own table service
A lawn chair/blanket -
Something from the past to show & tell d Q)
y ol

Monday morning, May 10t h,

T.A.H.S. membership is onIy $10.00 a yearGrade classes toured the Depot Museum. Third graders
_ study local history and receive a copy of the TAHS
« Receive the quarterly newsletter quarterly newsletter. A highlight of the annual field

trip always seems to be climbing into the caboose.

« Help us provide newsletters to 3rd Graders

Topeka Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 33

Matching Grant Update Topeka, Indiana 46571

www.topekahistoricalsociety.co
As you know, an anonymous benefactor has pledged fip

match dollar for dollar every dollar we can raise up to

2010 Board of Directors

geer
$25,000. The purpose is to establish a sustainability en- Tws @ _ _ _
. [y}
dowment fund.To date we have raisé,527.00 mroq (_ég Harold D. Gingerich, Presiden
JaQ Doris Haggard, Vice Presiden
This challenge grant will continue until November 1st. 8.8k (__YOU??? ), Secretary
It would be a shame to leave even one dollar unclaimed.|| | 32 &9 Janice Gingerich, Treasurer
. . . 1l 93503 Nancy Sutton, Director
Please consider sending a generous tax deductible|gift = >S50 Cleo Hartzler. Director
to help us reach our goal. S g = Galen Yoder, Director
O = -~-
The Topeka Area Historical Society is a-fiot-profit 3 c37§ N Museum Curator
. . w2
corporation with 504-3 status. § g€ S Susie Parker
52 @
g -




