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i (November 5th) Eden
Township Is formed

i Anthony Nelson becomes
the 15t white settler in
Hawpatch making the
first entry of land in what
would be Clearspring
Township

i Robert Latta settles in
Eden Township followed
a few months later by
William /VicCennell

u The Hawpatch Road is

Anthony Nelson surveyed
Aug. 10, 179 65 Nov. 29, 1878
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i The Potawatomie Indians are removed from the
county

U LaGrange County Commissioners vote

to divide Eden Township into Clearspring and
Eden Townships

i Malil service begins,
appointed postmaster on

y buys 160 acres of virgin forest
from Robert Latta for $600.00 and homesteads on
the Hawpatch with his wife Mary, three children,
and his father \Walter ( Revolutionary War and
War of 1812 hero)




U 1840 April 15 The Presbyterian Church renamed
the Hawpatch Presbyterian Church. Dr. John Brown,

who joined the church in 1837, was ordained as a
ruling elder.

U 1541 five Amish families arrive from Ohio
and settle in LaGrange County

U 138427Eden Chapelis built west of town on what is
now Eden Cemetery

u Salem Methodist Episcopal society was organized
west of the marsh (Honeyville).

U L84S the Topeka Baptist Church is formed




0 1850 Hawpatch Methodist Church Is
organized

0 1852(January 24") Dr. John Brown,
Ha wp at €dobta diek of erysipelas
and is buried in the Eden Cemetery west
Of tOWﬂ. TN TR T
i (March 6t) Cloe Brown (aunt of =
abolitionist John Brown) dies at |}
age 67 and is buried next to
her son, Dr. John Brown.
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1854 (May) Maple Grove Mennonite
Church forms with the aid of Bishop
|SAAC SINUeKer

1856 Timothy Hudson Jr- and his
brother William built what may have
been one of the first saw mills In
Hawpatch.
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i (January 267 Gregory.McDougal (age 24) hung
by regulators near Diamond Lake (Noble County)
after having been captured near Rome City.

u (March 1°Y The Regulators from Hawpatch and
vicinity were organized at the residence of Francis
Ditman and with the title of Clearspring and
Eden Detective Police. The President wasDr.
Abner Lewis, Vice Presidents:Charles Roy,

srancistiDitman, NViham Giesen and A Hraim

Denny. John McDevitt was chosen Secretary and

Hawley Peck, Treasurer.
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U 1864 John Keimfrom Holmes County Ohio comes

to Hawpatch and buys the Hostetler & Hudson saw
mill. He would operate the business for 16 years.

U 1865 Star Literary Societyormed to sponsor debates

t Dr. Abner Lewis,one of Topekads

returns to Hawpatch shortly after the end of the Civil
War

U 1866 Eden Chapetonstructs a new 300 seat

meetinghouse of the west side of Eden Cemetery at a
cost of $1.500.00

u Dunker Churchorganized on the Hawpatch




U 187 1Disastrous fires sweep through the area
destroying as much as nine-tenths of the
timber in the region. The town also suffers
damage.

U 1873Jacob Crusenrebuilds the general store.

u 1974 John Keim rebuilds the sawmill and a
second general store is opened by Samuel
Holland.

u1877JohnPeckopens a wagon & blacksmith
shop

u 1579 Sycamore Hall built one mile north
of Hawpatch at Sycamore Corners




U 1881J. Zookerects a harness shop

U 1883 Rumors of the Canadian Southern Railroad
coming through Hawpatch, but economic panic
dashes the dream

U Wabash Railroad officials ask town fathers
to change the name of Slabtown and the
Hawpatch Post Office to Topeka

U (June 14") Topeka is officially platted

U travels to Topeka every four weeks for
services with the group that will become the
Topeka Progressive Mennonite ChurElowever
the congregation would not officially organize
until 1902

i The stock yard opens to begin shipping livestock
to the East, principally to Buffalo, New York.







