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 The Hawpatch Hymn Writer  
 

Come to Jesus, He will save you, Though your sins as crimson glow, If you give your heart to Jesus, He will make it 

white as snow.  It was in 1878, that Hawpatch native Eden Reeder Latta penned the opening 

stanza to his now famous song  ñCome To Jesus.ò  The interesting thing is that most Topeka 

residents have never heard of him.  And yet, E.R. Latta was the most prolific song and hymn 

writer to ever come out of this area.  He is credited with having written over 1,600 songs.  His 

music was published in numerous Gospel songbooks over the years and  is still available today.   

Who was Eden Reeder Latta? 

One of the earliest settlers of Eden Township was Robert Latta from Urbana, Ohio.  Latta 

visited Goshen in 1830, when he came to deliver medicine and supplies to his son, Johnston 

(1807-1873).  It has been noted that Johnston was Goshenôs first physician. While Robert was 

in the area he visited the Hawpatch.  Robert, who was said to have stood about 6 feet 4 inches 

and weighted 300 pounds, was the second son of William Latta. 

Robert and his wife Isabelle, and their daughter Aschsah, settled on the Hawpatch in 1832, 

purchasing Section 26 (640 acres) from the US government for $1.25 per acre.  In 1835, Latta 

began to hold meetings in his home with friends and neighbors.  Together they formed the Eden 

Chapel Society.  Members of the group included the Robert Lattaôs, John and Samuel Curl, La-

ban Parks and his wife and daughter, Elizabeth Ramsby, Mr. & Mrs. John Thompson and James 

Taylor.  By 1842, they had built a church building on the parcel of ground that had been set aside for the burial of mem-

bers of the Latta family.  Today that is the site of the Eden Township Cemetery.  

Robert Latta died on April 28, 1851, at the age of 78 and was buried in the Eden Cemetery (Row 38, Lot 30).  Robert 

left behind a son by the name of William James (1796-1855).  Apparently he was named after his grandfather but chose to 

be known as James.  He became the first pastor of the growing Methodist Episcopal congregation.  Eden Reeder Latta 

was the seventh child of James and Elizabeth Seegar Latta.  Unfortunately Elizabeth died at the age of 30 on March 27, 

1839, three days after giving birth to Eden.  She is also buried in the Eden Cemetery (Row 39 Lot 12). 

     There is very little information available about Edenôs life.  Why was he named Eden?  

Was he named in honor of the township, or was he named in honor of the Garden of Eden? 

Only his parents know the real story behind his name.  We do know that one of this boyhood 

friends was hymn writer William A. Ogden (1841-1897).  Both 

men would become renown songwriters. 

     Ogden moved to Indiana at the age of six, but exactly where 

they lived is unclear.  No doubt it was on or near the Hawpatch.  

By age 8, he was the chorister in his home church.  When the 

Civil War broke out Ogden joined the 30th Indiana.  During the 

war he organized a male choir that was well known through the 

Army of the Cumberland.  Following the war Ogden completed 

his music education and in 1870 published his first songbook 

ñThe Silver Songò which sold over 500,000 copies.  In 1887, he 

became the superintendent of music for the public schools in Toledo, Ohio.  He died in 

Toledo on October 14, 1897. 
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It is not known when E.R. Latta moved away from this 

area.  We know he found his way to Iowa where he taught 

for a time in the Colesburg public schools.  In 1878, he 

wrote the song ñCome To Jesusò which appeared in his 

book ñThe River of Lifeò, compiled for the Oliver Ditson 

Company of Boston, Massachusetts.      

The following news items appeared in the October 21st, 

1909, issue of the Herald of Gospel Liberty (Vol. 101, 

page 1317).  They have been reconstructed as they ap-

peared in that issue.  Note the typesetting errors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eden Reeder Latta died on December 21, 1915, in Gut-

tenberg, Iowa, and was buried in the cityôs cemetery near 

the banks of the Mississippi River. 

While few of his songs are still being sung in churches 

today, Edenôs contribution to Christian music cannot be 

denied.  His songs were printed in many, many hymn-

books of the day.  Even now a casual internet search will 

result in a host of websites that reference Latta and his leg-

acy.  His life demonstrates that a person of character can 

make a positive difference in their world if their heart and 

their motives are pure.  

 

Latta  continued 

H G 
 Eden Reeder Latta, who Is living in 
retirement at his home in Osterdock, 

Iowa, afflicted with a severe nervous trou-
ble, Is the author of more than 1,000 
hymns and songs, including the widely 
known, "Whiter Than Snow," and 
"Blessed Be the Foun* tain." He is be-
lieved to have written more hymns and 
songs than any other person in the world, 
and his compositions have been trans-
lated into many languages. 

TAHS Quiz 
 
 

1. How many songs and hymns did Eden R. Latta 

write?   

2. How tall was Robert Latta said to be? 

3. How many copies of ñThe Silver Songò songbook 

did William Ogden sell?  

4. Who drew out the number 258?  

5. What was the crop Birch Eddy raised in 1960? 

òWe study history not to imagine 

what they were like, but to imagine 

what we might become.ó 
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      Schedule of Events: 
 

 
The Depot Museum is open on Saturdays from 9am to 

11am.  Admission is FREE 

 

July 19, 2011 

 Program:  Show & Tell  
     Carry-in Picnic at the Depot Museum 
 

September 18, 2011 

     Program:      Ice Cream Social  

                    &  

                  Old Fashioned Hymn Sing  

Track 

Talk: 

     On March 31, 2011, the Topeka community lost her 

noted  Amish and Topeka historian, D. A. Hochstetler .  

Dan was 94 years old.  He was a member of the Old Order 

Amish Church and founder and past owner of D. A. 

Hochstetler & Sons.  

Topeka 3rd Graders Visit the Depot Museum 

  On Monday May  9th, the three Topeka third grade classes 

spent the morning touring the Depot Museum.  Ezra Miller 

and Harold Gingerich were on hand to guide the tours and 

share insights from Topekaôs history.  

ñAnd the number iséé..ò 

  On June 5, 1917, Secretary of War, 

Newton Baker, drew the first number of 

the World War I draft.  Some 1,374,000 

men were selected for examination to pro-

vide 687,000 troops for Americaôs involve-

ment in the ñwar to end all warsò.  The first number drawn was 258.   

That number belonged to Topeka resident Dana C. Hartzler 

(Cleo Hartzlerôs father).  Being a Mennonite and a conscientious 

objector, Hartzler reported for the draft.  Swarthmore College Peace 

Collectionôs website indicates  that he was sent to Camp Taylor in 

Kentucky.  He may also have spent time in Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Grandson Roger Hartzler remembers hearing his grandfather 

share a brief testimony in church thanking God for protecting him 

and the others.  But, Dana never shared any details of the hardship 

they suffered for their convictions.  Dana was discharged October 

15, 1917, returning to Topeka and continue farming until his death. 
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Your Hawpatch History Detectives have uncovered a 

number of  items of interest: 

The small frame structure at 122 North Main that stood 

for years next to Sycamore Hall is the next historic struc-

ture to disappear from downtown Topeka.  The building 

has been home to a variety of things from a menôs cloth-

ing store; barbershop; and, most recently, D.A. Bontrager 

Bookkeeping.  

The building is being torn down to make room for an 

expansion of the building that will become the new Sav-a-

Lot grocery store.   

Eddy:   Genevieve Lehman recently wrote to say, ñIt 

(the last newsletter) brought to mind the joke that enter-

tained the youngsters in school about 1930.  ñEmma and 

Eddy eloped and went to Topeka.ò  At that time I had no 

inkling that I would be living most of my life in the 

neighborhood.  I didn't know where Topeka was!ò 

Dick Fought recalls doing some farming for Birch 

Eddy (THS Class of 1907) in 1960.  Dick and Gloria had 

just gotten married. Birch was raising popcorn at the time.  

Dick said, ñHe was high tech for his dayé..he really had 

it dialed in!ò  

Harvena Draper Richards wrote to say, ñI remember 

the Eddy Store.  In the middle 1950ôs we used to ride our 

bikes to the store and get much needed treats.  The trip 

was around two or more miles.  The people who owned it 

were named Shultz, I think.  They had two children 

who used to ride the bus to Topeka.ò     

Visit Us Online:  www.topekahistoricalsociety.com 
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Hawpatch  
 History Detectives  

Investigative Report  

     �1�R�Q�D���D�Q�G���$�U�Q�R�O�G���%�X�O�O�������1�R�Q�D�¶�V���F�D�I�p���	���K�R�W�H�O���Z�D�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��
on the west side of North Main Street where the new 

�7�R�S�H�N�D���%�U�D�Q�F�K���/�L�E�U�D�U�\���Q�R�Z���V�W�D�Q�G�V�������1�R�Q�D�¶�V���J�U�H�D�W���J�U�D�Q�G��
daughter, Bev Miller, owns The Fast Lane in Topeka.  


