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The Hawpatch Hymn Writer

Come to Jesus, He will save you, Though your sins as crimson glow, If you give your heart to Jesus, He will make it
white as snowlt was in 1878, that Hawpatch native Eden Reeder Latta penned the opening
stanza to his now famous song nCome To
residents have never heard of him. And yet, E.R. Latta was the most prolific song and h
writer to ever come out of this area. He is credited with having written over 1,600 songs.
music was published in numerous Gospel songbooks over the years and is still availablg

Who was Eden Reeder Latta?

One of the earliest settlers of Eden Township was Robert Latta from Urbana, Ohio. L
visited Goshen in 1830, when he came to deliver medicine and supplies to his son, John|
(1807187 3) . It has been noted that Johnsit
in the area he visited the Hawpatch. Robert, who was said to have stood about 6 feet 4
and weighted 300 pounds, was the second son of William Latta.

Robert and his wife Isabelle, and their daughter Aschsah, settled on the Hawpatch in
purchasing Section 26 (640 acres) from the US government for $1.25 per acre. In 1835, -
began to hold meetings in his home with friends and neighbors. Together they formed the Edeﬁ Reeder Latta
Chapel Soci ety. Members of the group i nclagyhedshst he R
ban Parks and his wife and daughter, Elizabeth Ramsby, Mr. & Mrs. John Thompson and James
Taylor. By 1842, they had built a church building on the parcel of ground that had been set aside for the burial of mem
bers of the Latta family. Today that is the site of the Eden Township Cemetery.

Robert Latta died on April 28, 1851, at the age of 78 and was buried in the Eden Cemetery (Row 38, Lot 30). Robel
left behind a son by the name of William James (1X865). Apparently he was named after his grandfather but chose to
be known as James. He became the first pastor of the growing Methodist Episcopal congrigdatidReeder Latta
was the seventh child of James and Elizabeth Seegar Latta. Unfortunately Elizabeth died at the age of 30 on March 2
1839, three days after giving birth to Eden. She is also buried in the Eden Cemetery (Row 39 Lot 12).

There is very |little information availab
Was he named in honor of the township, or was he named in honor of the Garden of Eden?
Only his parents know the real story behind his name. We do know that one of this boyhood
friends was hymn writer William A. Ogden (184897). Both
men would become renown songwriters.

Ogden moved to Indiana at the age of six, but exactly whe
they lived is unclear. No doubt it was on or near the Hawpat(® T1he Hawpatch
By age 8, he was the chorister in his home church. When th¢ Hymn Writer
Civil War brol_<e out Ogden joi_ned the 30th Indiana. During tf, And the First
war he organized a male choir that was well known through t = umber | s
Army of the Cumberland. Following the war Ogden complete _
Airis music education and in 1870 published his first songbook ® Hawpatch History
iThe Silver Songd which sol| DetectivesReport 000
became the superintendent of music for the public schools in Toledo, Ohio. He died irf, Track Notes & Quiz
Toledo on October 14, 1897. Continued on page 2
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Latta continued
It is not known when E.R. Latta moved away from this ~ Eden Reeder Latta died on December 21, 1915, in Gut-

area. We know he found his way to lowa where he taught € nber g, lowa, and was buri
for a time in the Colesburg public schools. In 1878, he the banks of the Mississippi River.

wrote the song ACome To Je sWhidefewwfhis sohgs aesplldeng sudg in churches s
book AThe River of Lifeo, todmpi,l| &d efndrs tchoent@liibweri obi t

Company of Boston, Massachusetts. denied. His songs were printed in many, many hymn-

The following news items appeared in the October 21sP00ks of the day. Even now a casual internet search_will
1909, issue of thelerald of Gospel LibertyVol. 101, result in a host of websites that reference Latta and his leg-
page 1317). They have been reconstructed as they ap- acy- His life demonstrates that a person'of character can
peared in that issue. Note the typesetting errors. make a positive difference in their world if their heart and

their motives are pure. Hg

Eden Reeder Latta, who Is living in

retirer_nent at_his home in Osterdock, OWe study history ot
lowa, afflicted with a severe nervous trou-
ble, Is the author of more than 1,000
hymns and songs, including the widely
known, "Whiter Than Snow," and
"Blessed Be the Foun* tain." He is be-
lieved to have written more hymns and
songs than any other person in the world,
and his compositions have been trans-
lated into many languages.

what they were like, but to imagine
what we might b om

- 34 Blessed Be the Fountain.

(Whiter Than the Snow.) H. S. Perkins,

1. Bless-ed be the Fountain of blood, To aworld of sin-ners re-vealed;
2. Thorn-y was the crown that He wore, And the cross His bod - y o’er-came;
3. Fa - ther, I have wandered fromihee,(%ft-en has my heart gone a - stray;
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Grievous were the sor-rows He bore, But He suf-fered thus not in vain. re——p—p——p—8 —
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——i—Hﬁ'ﬁ—%E‘i—ﬂ—E’—Tﬁs—g—}—g—L‘;—A 1. How many songs and hymns did Eden R. Latta
4 v .
Wash me in the Blood of the Lamb, And lr shall be whit- er than snow. write?
Wash me in the Blood that He shed, And I shall be whit- er than snow.
Cleanse me by Thy wash-ing di-v_i;f, And I shall bewjit- er than snow.
B e e s 55 oy 2. How tall was Robert Latta said to be?
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Bt - er than the S0OWyeroooerere. Whit - er 3. How many copies of fATlhe
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A e e —— did William Ogden sell?
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Whiter than the snow, wih'iter*than.t_]:?_slg.ow, ‘Whiter than the snow, 4. Who drew out the number 2587
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i = AR = 5. What was the crop Birch Eddy raised in 19607




Topeka 3rd Graders Visit the Depot Museum

_ On Monday May 9th, the three Topeka third grade classes
The Depot Museum is open on Saturdays from 9am to  gpent the morning touring the Depot Museum. Ezra Miller
11am. Admission is FREE and Harold Gingerich were on hand to guide the tours and

share insights from Topekads
July 19, 2011 :

Program: Show & Tell
Carryin Picnic at the Depot Museum

September 18, 2011
Program: Ice Cream Social
&
Old Fashioned Hymn Sing

On March 31, 2011, the Topeka community lost her
noted Amish and Topeka historian, D. A. Hochstetler ,
Dan was 94 years old. He was a member of the Old jrdq
Amish Church and founder and past owner of D. A.

Hochstetler & Sons.
A And the numbef I see. O o > Topeka Area Historical Society
g 2 P.O. Box 33
On June 5, 1917, Secretary of War o Topeka, Indiana 46571

Newton Baker, drew the first number of S
the World War | draft. Some 1,374,000 S, f www.topekahistoricalsociety.co
men were selected for examination to prjo- § e _
vide 687,000 troops—for—Americaids i n <0 rd of Directors
ment in the Awar to end all Wir?@ HéF(ﬁU‘b.dinberric?],tPreéldé ber

That number belonged to Topeka resident Dana C. Hartzler ; c_rg“ Doris Haggard, Vice President|
(Cleo Hartzlerodos father). Bel ngxp| Oahy ft@wseriSecretanyd fa ¢
objector, Hartzler reported for the draft. Swarthmore College Peage & 5 Janice Gingerich, Treasurer
Collectionds website indicates ZgEhlalNangysutighglirecors n¢ |t o
Kentucky. He may also have spent time in Leavenworth, Kansas.| & & CI_eo Hartzler, D_|rector

S ; Michael Zehr. Director

Grandson Roger Hartzler remembers hearing his grandfather > 8 Keith Bobeck, Director
share a brief testimony in church thanking God for protecting him =4
and the others. But, Dana never shared any details of the hardship Museum Curator
they suffered for their convictions. Dana was discharged October ~ Susie Parker
15, 1917, returning to Topeka and continue farming until his death




~ Hawpatch
History Detectives

Investigative Report

number of items of interest:

The small frame structure at 122 North Main that stq
for years next to Sycamore Hall is the next historic stru
ture to disappear from downtown Topeka. The building
has been home to a varie
ing store; barbershop; and, most recently, D.A. Bontrag
Bookkeeping.

The building is being torn down to make room for ar

expansion of the building that will become the new-&ay
Lot grocery store.

Your Hawpatch History Detectives have uncovered

1RQD DQG $UQROG %XOO 1RQDT
on the west side of North Main Street where the new
7TRSHND %UDQFK /LEUDU\ QRZ VWDQ
daughter, Bev Miller, owns The Fast Lane in Topeka.

(the last newsletter) brought to mind the joke that ente
tained the youngsters in
Eddy el oped and went to
inkling that | would be living most of my life in the
nei ghbor hood. I didn't

od Dick Fought recalls doing some farming for Birch
cEddy (THS Class of 1907) in 1960. Dick and Gloria h
y just gotten married. Birch was raising popcorn at the t

i ok saithgsiHe owas e s
ekt dialed in!o

Harvena Draper Richards
the Eddy Store. I n the

bikes to the store and get much needed treats. The tr
was around two or more miles. The people who owne
were named Shultz, | think. They had two children
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